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PJ MEDIA: IS OHIO SENATE CANDIDATE 
BERNIE MORENO WHO HE CLAIMS TO BE? 

February 14, 2024 
PJ Media | Paula Bolyard 
  

"While Moreno served on the Board of Trustees at Cleveland State 
University, the school established a partnership with the very 

questionable Confucius Institute" 

A few weeks ago,  I reported that Ohio Senate candidate Bernie Moreno was 
a member of the board of the Cleveland Foundation when it doled out 
millions of dollars to Planned Parenthood and other left-wing organizations.  
  
It turns out that the Cleveland Foundation wasn't the only board Moreno—
who is locked in a tight GOP Senate primary  with Sec. of State Frank 
LaRose and state Sen. Matt Dolan—sat on that made questionable (to say 
the least) decisions. While Moreno served on the Board of Trustees at 
Cleveland State University, the school established a partnership with the very 
questionable Confucius Institute.  
  
Moreno, who was anti-Trump before he embraced the former president, had 
called Trump a “fake Republican” who stokes “hatred and fear” and blamed 
“ignorance in our society" for his popularity. Nevertheless, Trump has 
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endorsed him in the race and Moreno is now singing a different tune on 
China. 
  
Moreno was appointed to Cleveland State University's Board of Trustees  by 
former Ohio Gov. John Kasich, the son of a mailman, and served from 2011-
2018. During his tenure, Cleveland State supported a Confucius Institute on 
campus. CSU's website notes, "The Board has the authority to act as the 
governing body in all policy matters of the University requiring attention or 
action." One imagines that that would include protecting the university from 
infiltration by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). PJ Media reviewed 
meeting minutes for the years Moreno served on the board (including as 
chairman and vice chairman) and found no evidence that he objected to the 
Confucious Institute or the university's entanglement with the Chinese 
government.  
  
A CSU Confucius Institute newsletter  announced in Feb. 2013 that then-
President Ronald Berkman signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
Beijing’s Capital University of Economics and Business "on the Council of 
Confucius Institute" and noted that in Dec. 2012, the director of the CI at 
CSU had attended a conference in Beijing. The theme of the conference? "To 
advance the integration of Confucius Institute into universities and 
communities."  
  
In June of that year , the board approved a 25% pay raise for Berkman by 
voice vote. The resolution noted that under his leadership, the university 
"developed a new model for international collaboration, focused on new 
relationships with institutions in India and China."  
  
At a September 2013 board meeting that Moreno attended, the Report of the 
President presentation highlighted "an increase in international students, and 
that he and Dr. Zhu, Senior Vice Provost for Academic Affairs and Dean of 
Graduate Studies, will be visiting four universities in China and developing a 
2+2 program." Zhu, by the way,  was a major proponent of the Confucius 
Institute.  
  
A CSU Provost's Task Force explained in 2008, "The Confucius 
Institute, funded by [the] Chinese government, prepares and supports 
teachers of Chinese foreign language and promotes economic development 
in Ohio through its agreements with Chinese institutions and exchange 
programs." [Emphasis added] 
  

[...] 
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Despite his past tenure on the CSU board, Moreno is now bashing China in a 
campaign ad, saying that "The China that exists today was created by 
America. American policies from both sides of the aisle. The reality of what 
we’ve done is that we’ve created a monster." The ad insists that he will be 
"tough on China."  
  
How much of Moreno's tough talk on China has to do with a deep desire to 
protect the United States from China, and how much of it is nothing more 
than campaign slogans that he hopes will give him an edge in the primary?  
  
Read the full story here. 
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